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The Children and 
Families Commission 
of Orange County 
supports organizations that provide health, education and development 

services to children and their families, prenatal to age five. Our goal 

is to fund and support the most needed and effective services so 

that Orange County’s children grow up great – healthy and ready 

to learn.

We receive funds from the 1998 Proposition 10 tobacco tax 

initiative. In 2007-2008, the Commission spent $54.4 million to 

fund Orange County service organizations. 

What Can We Do In One Year?
Serve over 115,500 children 

Provide nearly 47,000 health screens and over 14,000 well-child 

checks for children

Measure the developmental growth of over 33,000 children, 

linking children with developmental services when needed

Ensure over 11,000 children—who previously had no health care 

home—have a place for regular health care

Assist over 18,000 children with health insurance applications

Treat over 4,400 children at dental clinics and assess 16,400 

children for dental health

Shelter pregnant women, mothers and young children who are 

homeless, providing almost 45,000 shelter bed nights

Enroll over 10,500 children in school readiness programs

Read to nearly 105,000 children at clinic sites and community events



Growing up healthy means more than just preventing  

sickness. Our programs encompass prenatal care, health 

screenings and health care access. We also place a primary  

focus on the importance of a child’s developmental growth 

and early intervention when needed to maximize each  

child’s potential.

Through our Healthy Children Programs: 

Healthy Children 

49,734 families received children’s health-

related home visits

46,681 children received health screenings 

(e.g. vision, hearing, health status)

33,422 children were screened for 

developmental milestones

27,831 Kits for New Parents were 

distributed

18,182 children were assisted with a health  

insurance application

16,400 children were screened for dental 

health and 4,457 dental clinic visits provided

14,063 well-child visits and 4,728 sick 

child visits were provided

11,190 children were connected to a 

medical home

4,903 home safety checks were completed

1,576 children or families received 

behavioral health assessments

91%

of children had 
medical insurance

87%

had access to a place for 
regular health care,  

a “health home”

94%

received all recommended 
age appropriate 
immunizations

Commission-sponsored School Nurses gave comprehensive health and 

developmental assessments to over 8,500 children under age five at 

all school districts throughout Orange County, with remarkable results. 

After working with the School Nurses:



Whether helping children use their imagination and problem- 

solve, exposing them to books or working on skills needed 

for school success—our Ready to Learn programs equip  

children with the essential “early learning” foundation they 

need to be effective learners when they start kindergarten.

6,468 children enrolled in Commission-

funded preschool or early learning classes

1,578 children participated in home-based 

school readiness programs

4,002 preschool aged children participated 

in school-linked transition activities that met 

the National Education Goal Panel’s criteria 

821 children with special needs enrolled in 

school readiness programs

Through our Early Literacy Program: 

44 Reach Out and Read clinics were 

supported with books and trained readers

104,792 children were read to by trained 

readers at clinic sites and community events 

totaling over 24,000 hours of reading to 

young children 

46,143 parents and caregivers were given 

literacy resources such as reading tips and 

developmental milestones tied to literacy

27,653 new and gently used books were 

distributed to underprivileged children in  

the community

Pediatricians in the Reach Out and Read program educate parents about the importance 

of literacy, give children a book at every well-child visit, and in the process use the book to 

assess children’s developmental growth. Trained readers model reading aloud to children in 

waiting rooms.

Ready to Learn 



Sometimes families need help to ensure their children can 

thrive in a stable home environment. We help to provide 

shelter, health care access, and early learning opportunities 

for Orange County families in need.

Through our Strong Families Programs: 

5,282 home visits were provided to 

support families and promote child health 

and safety

2,225 children enrolled in the Healthy 

Tomorrows early care and education program

1,738 case management sessions were 

provided for families at risk for homelessness

1,561 children were transported to health or 

early learning services

331 children or their family members received 

in-home mental health services, and 119 

received outpatient mental health services

116 homeless children were newly connected 

to a regular place for health care, a “health home”

77 new shelter beds were supported by  

the Commission 

65 homeless pregnant women were referred 

for prenatal care

50 families secured housing and are 

continuing toward self-sufficiency 

Strong Families

Through our unique transitional shelter programs, we provide shelter 

and food for homeless parents and young children. These programs 

also provide prenatal care for pregnant mothers, comprehensive 

medical screenings and dental care for children, and assistance with 

health insurance. 

A “shelter bed night” means one person in one warm and safe bed for one night. Total 

shelter bed nights are determined by the number of people housed multiplied by the 

number of nights they are sheltered.

44,795
shelter bed nights



Through our Capacity Building Programs: 

Through capacity building programs, we leverage our  

resources with other national and state programs, facilitate 

best practices among grantees, and prioritize those areas 

where there is a unique need. 

$41,100 additional funds were raised 

through grants and events sponsored by 

VISTA members

12,200 health and literacy focused  

home visits were performed by  

AmeriCorps members 

607 volunteers were recruited by AmeriCorps 

and VISTA members to support Commission 

funded programs 

60 AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps/VISTA 

members were enrolled, trained, and instated 

to support agencies that provide health and 

school readiness services to children ages  

0 – 5 and their families

Capacity Building

By leveraging our funds, the Commission can maximize the community’s 

capacity to provide services most needed by Orange County’s young children 

and families. Two fiscal leveraging programs are Medi-Cal reimbursement 

programs known as Medi-Cal Administrative Activities (MAA) and Targeted 

Case Management (TCM). 

A majority of these funds go back to the agencies to support expansion of services.

26
agencies participated

$14.1
million generated since 2000


