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The purpose of the Orange County Community Indicators report is to inform and inspire
community members, policymakers and business leaders working to make Orange County

the best it can be. Released annually since 2000, the report tracks key countywide trends
that allow residents to evaluate the critical factors which contribute to sustaining community
vitality, as well as a healthy economy, environment and populace.

Indicator Selection Criteria
Good indicators are objective measurements that reflect how a community is doing. They reveal
whether key community attributes are improving, worsening, or remaining constant. The indicators
selected for inclusion in this report:
• Reflect broad countywide interests which impact a significant percentage of the population
• Illustrate fundamental factors that underlie long-term regional health
• Can be easily understood and accepted by the community
• Are statistically measurable and contain data that is both reliable and available over the long-term
• Measure outcomes, rather than inputs whenever possible
• Fall within the categories of the economy, technology, education, community health and prosperity,

public safety, environment, and civic engagement

Peer Regions
To place Orange County’s performance in context, many indicators compare the county to the state,
nation or other regions. We compare ourselves to our neighbors to better understand our position with-
in the Southern California region and to “peer” regions, both within California and nationwide. Peer
regions are considered economic competitors or good barometers for comparison due to the many
characteristics we have in common. Each section of the report includes slightly different peer regions
based on the characteristics considered relevant to that topic.

As one of the largest counties in the country with both urban and suburban qualities, Orange County is
similar to other large metropolitan areas. These areas may consist of single counties as Orange County
does, but in most cases they include a collection of counties or local jurisdictions. For example, the San
Jose metropolitan area includes both Santa Clara and San Benito counties. When “San Jose” is refer-
enced, it typically includes data for both counties, but when county-only data was used for comparative
analysis, “Santa Clara County” is used to represent that region.

Since the manner in which data is collected and reported varies among data sources, the boundaries of
our peers vary as well. Whenever possible, metropolitan areas or divisions, as defined by the U.S. Office
of Management and Budget were used. In other instances, the county boundary or some other boundary
defined by the data source was used. For additional information regarding the boundaries used for a
particular measure, please contact ocindicators@ocgov.com.
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Orange County is located in the heart of Southern California, with Los Angeles County to the
north, San Diego County to the south, and Riverside and San Bernardino counties to the east.
There are currently 34 cities within the county and several unincorporated areas.

POPULATION
Growth
In January 2008, Orange County’s population
was 3,121,251. Orange County is the third
largest county in California, behind Los
Angeles (10,363,850) and slightly smaller
than San Diego (3,146,274).1 Orange
County is the fifth largest county in the
nation, with more residents than 22 of
the country’s states, including Iowa,
Utah, Nevada, and Idaho.2

Orange County’s population grows each
year. However, population growth has
slowed considerably since the 1950s and
1960s when the county grew an average of 22%
and 10% per year, respectively. Between 1990 and
2000, the average annual increase was 1.8%, compared
to 1.5% between 2000 and 2005, and just 0.9% between
2006 and 2008.3 Orange County ranked 50th out of more
than 3,000 U.S. counties in numeric population growth between
2006 and 2007. Orange County’s already large base population con-
tributes to a high numeric ranking, but the slowing growth rate puts
the county at 1,490th in the nation in terms of the percentage of change
between 2006 and 2007 (1%).4 The county’s population growth is projected to
continue at an increasingly slower rate, reaching nearly four million by 2050.5

Components of Population Change
From the 1950s through the 1970s, much of the county’s growth
stemmed from migration into the county from within the state as
well as from other states (domestic migration). Over the past 30
years, international immigration – largely from Asia and Latin
America – has contributed to Orange County’s growth, shifting
the county’s proportion of foreign born residents from 6% in 1970
to 30% in 2007. However, migration patterns are changing. Since
the 1980s, natural increase (births minus deaths) has outpaced
migration as the principal source of growth. For example, between
2006 and 2007, Orange County added approximately 27,000
residents through natural increase and approximately 21,000
through international immigration. At the same time, the county
lost nearly 18,000 residents through domestic out-migration
(primarily young adults), for a net migration increase of
approximately 3,000. Long-range projections suggest this pattern
will continue, with natural increase becoming the sole contributor
to growth.6

County Profile
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Riverside
County

San Bernardino CountyLos Angeles
County

San Diego
County

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates Program

Numeric Population Growth
County Comparison, 2006-2007
County (Major City) State Rank
Maricopa (Phoenix) AZ 1
Riverside CA 2
Tarrant (Fort Worth) TX 5
Travis (Austin) TX 9
Dallas TX 13
Santa Clara (San Jose) CA 14
San Diego CA 17
King (Seattle) WA 19
San Bernardino CA 24
Sacramento CA 33
Alameda (Oakland) CA 37
Orange (Santa Ana) CA 50
San Francisco CA 78
Hennepin (Minneapolis) MN 86
Suffolk (Boston) MA 251
Los Angeles CA 3,119
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Sources: Demographic Research Unit at California Department of Finance, Tables E-2, and E-6 and Center for Demographic Research at California State University, Fullerton, Orange
County Projections 2006

Ethnicity and Age
The trend toward greater ethnic diversity continues with 44% of Orange County residents (over age five) speaking a language
other than English at home. As of 2002, no single racial or ethnic group comprises more than 50% of the total population.7

In 2007, the county’s median age was 36 and this number is projected to rise. Projections through year 2030 anticipate a 94%
increase in the older adult population, compared to a 32% increase among all ages. The trend toward a larger older adult pop-
ulation has already begun. Between 2003 and 2007, there was a significant increase in the number of residents over age 45. At
the same time, the number of young adults (ages 25 to 34) declined, while the number of teens and young adults (ages 15 to 24)
rose. There were slightly fewer children and youth under age 15 in 2007 compared to 2003.8
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HOUSING
There were 1,030,289 housing units available to county residents as of January 2008.9 A majority of occupied units are owner-
occupied (62.7%) compared to renter-occupied (37.3%).10 Approximately half (50.4%) of the existing housing units in Orange
County are single-family detached units, yet single-family homebuilding is on a downward trend. Only 31% of building
permits issued in 2007 were for single-family homes. Overall, the number of building permits issued fell 16% between 2006 and
2007, driven by a 42% decline in permits for single-family dwellings. The number of permits issued in 2007 was below the past
10- and 20-year averages.11 Between 2010 and 2015, housing projections for the county anticipate approximately 32,500
housing units to be added. This equates to 42% of the total housing units expected to be added by the year 2035.12
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Average Household Size
As of 2007, the average household size in Orange County was 3.0 persons. Among the 1,867 counties with 20,000 or more
residents, Orange County has the 76th highest average household size in the nation, higher than California (2.9) and the U.S.
(2.6).13 At 4.4 persons per household, Santa Ana has the highest household size in the county and the seventh highest household
size in the nation when compared to cities with over 20,000 residents.14 Garden Grove (3.7), Stanton (3.6), and Anaheim (3.5)
all have higher than average household sizes.15

EMPLOYMENT
Orange County enjoys a diverse economy, with economic output and employment well distributed among sectors. In 2008, the
employed labor force was over 1.6 million, roughly the same number as 2007. The largest labor markets include Trade,
Transportation and Utilities (18%), Business and Professional Services (18%), and Manufacturing (12%).16

Industry estimates for 2006 to 2016 project Orange County’s fastest growing sectors to be Education Services, Health Care and
Social Assistance (+24%), Utilities (+22%), and Leisure and Hospitality (+22%). The occupations with the fastest projected job
growth are Network Systems and Data Communications Analysts (+52%), Home Health Aides (+46%), and Occupational
Therapist Assistants (+46%). The projected slowest growing – or retracting – non-farm sectors include Durable and Nondurable
Goods Manufacturing (-1.4%) and Management of Companies and Enterprises (+1.4%).17

Small businesses flourish in Orange County’s entrepreneurial climate, with fewer residents working in large firms with over 500+
employees than the statewide average (16% vs. 21% in 2007). Since 2002, small firms with 0-4 employees witnessed the fastest
employment growth (+11%), adding over 8,000 new jobs and nearly 7,500 new firms of this size. Large firms with over 1,000
employees had the most significant employment declines, shrinking by 50,000 jobs since 2002. Orange County lost 18 firms of
this size since 2002 – a 5% decline.18

Unemployment
In 2007, Orange County posted the state’s third lowest unemployment rate at 3.9%, behind Marin and San Mateo counties.19

This was the fourth lowest rate among the 11 counties nationwide with a labor force over one million. Approximately 28% of
all counties in the United States had lower unemployment rates than Orange County in 2007, up from 16% in 2006. While
2008 annual average unemployment figures were not available at the time of publication, Orange County’s unemployment rate
for December 2008 was 6.5%. This data suggests that the 2008 annual unemployment rate will likely exceed the county’s
10-year high of 5.0% in 2002.20
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